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FOREWORD 


*Kashiir ti Kaashur Tahziib’ is a treasure house of cultural knowledge 


"which, we hope, would enthuse and add colour to dialogues and 


discussions in Kashmiri in many generations. Unfortunately, many 
modern-day speakers of Kashmiri who, because of circumstances 
beyond their control, are now scattered all over the world, are 
forgetting these cultural expressions. The beauty of the valley to my 
mind is preserved not only in the flora and fauna of the geographical 
space, but also in the expressions they wear. A significant part of these 
have to do with the references the common man makes to the wise 
sayings, names of rituals, names of articles of daily use, and the folk 
statements that are often perceived as inseparable part of what people 
talk about. 

Proverbs, as we know, reflect our times and our perception of 
space. In this context, let us recall the concept of "Inner form’ and 
‘outer form’ by one of the most original linguists of the 19th century, 
Humboldt, who had stressed on the connection between these two 
forms in language. The outer form of language, according to him, was 
the raw material (the sounds as well as the senses) from which 
different languages were fashioned; the inner form was the pattern, or 
structure, of grammar and interpretations that were imposed upon this 
raw material, which was what differentiated one language from 
another. This "structural" conception of language was to become 
dominant, in many of the major centres of linguistics by the middle of 
the 20th century, and I think is still relevant today. In the context of 
naming patterns, ritualistic words, riddles, proverbs, rhymes, idioms 
and collocations, it is the enmeshing of the inner and the outer forms 
of a given language that characterizes a language. They also become a 
living record of a given cultural space. 
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Another of Humboldt's ideas was that language was something ` 
dynamic, rather than being static, and was an activity itself rather than 
the product of activity. A language was not a set of actual utterances 
produced by speakers but the underlying principles or rules — rules of 
culture (tehziib), of grammar, that made it possible for speakers to 
produce such specialized utterances. This idea was later taken up by a 
Gerraan philologist, Heyman Steinthal, and, by the physiologist and 
‘psychologist Wilhelm Wundt, and thus influenced late 19th- and early 
20th-century theories of the language, human mind and culture. Its 
influence can also be seen in the thought of Saussure, and later, on 
Chomsky, too. We have a tendency to often forget our tradition — 
tradition of scholarship as well as cultural heritage. It is high time we 
are reminded of such traditions. Omkar Nath Koul and Lalita Handoo 
deserve our congratulations for working towards recording their rich 
oral tradition and giving us, the rest of humanity a glimpse into how 
the language of the ‘heaven’ works. 

I only wish that with such studies, people of Kashmir wherever 
they are, feel more united, and closer in ties. Since language unites, 
and does not divide, and since divisiveness is a game that is played by 
those who have no concern for the people, their linguistic and cultural 
heritage, let this be an offering from the Central Institute of Indian 
Languages which contribute towards fulfilling the goal for which it 
was established 32 years ago, namely, promotion and development of 
all Indian languages. 


Mysore Udaya Narayana Singh 
31/12/2001 
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